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SUBJECT: CHILE AND THE UN COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS 

REF: SANTIAGO 0571 

1 . THE SUPREME COURT BY A MAJORITY DECISION FEBRUARY 1, 1977 
REJECTED THE REQUEST MADE BY THREE PROMINENT LAWYERS (REF), 

THAT IT DIRECT THE PRESIDENT OF CHILE TO PROMULGATE THE UN 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. THE 
COURT DETERMINED IT WAS NOT WITHIN ITS OWN POWER TO ORDER 
THE PRESIDENT TO PUT INTO FORCE INTERNATIONAL LAWS OR 
TREATIES. THE COURT HAD EARLIER RULED (AUGUST 1976) THAT 
SINCE THE COVENANT WAS NOT PROMULGATED AS DOMESTIC LAW, 

IT WAS WITHOUT LEGAL EFFECT IN CHILE. 

2. IN STILL ANOTHER EDITORIAL CAREFULLY CRITICAL OF THE 
GOC, "EL MERCURIO" SAID THE CASE MAKES EVIDENT THE LACK 
OF COORDINATION WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THE MEASURES THE 
GOVERNMENT ADOPTS IN THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FIELDS. 

IT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE GOVERNMENT MAY HAVE GOOD REASON 
FOR NOT MAKING THE COVENANT LAW IN CHILE BUT NOTES IT 
CAN BE UNDERSTOOD ALMOST AS A LACK OF INTEREST IN THE 
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HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES ESPOUSED IN THE COVENANT. THE 
EDITORIAL SAID THAT THE COVENANT DOES NOT CONTAIN 
UNACCEPTABLE PROVISIONS, THAT IT PROVIDES FOR EMERGENCY 
LEGAL SITUATIONS, AND IN MANY WAYS COINCIDES WITH CHILEAN 
CONSTITUTIONAL ACT NO. 3 ON THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 

"EL MERCURIO" CONCLUDES THAT SOME SENSE MUST BE MADE 
OUT OF THE IMPASSE, AND SUGGESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT OF 
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THE REPUBLIC ASK THE OPINION OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE - 
AN EMINENTLY SENSIBLE IDEA. 
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